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in manufacturing—whose improvements set a standard to
the rest of the fanning community. Their exertions were
attributed to the Civil War when landed proprietors, in
order to repair their ruined fortunes, " fell to such an
industry [to quote a contemporary writer, Houghton] and
caused such an improvement as England never knew
before ". The ' good husbandries ', which revolutionized
English agriculture, included in particular the use of turnips
(among other roots), artificial grasses, and the reclamation
of the land by drainage and irrigation. The significance
of roots and artificial grasses proved far-reaching. They
made it no longer necessary to leave a large portion of the
land fallow every year, and they enabled the cattle to be
kept alive in the winter. Fresh meat was rendered avail-
able throughout the year, and its substitution for salted
meat in winter-time led to a decline in the death-rate and a
consequent increase of population. Although partial and
imperfect, the developments of the seventeenth century
paved the way for the * Agrarian Revolution ' associated
with the names of Jethro Tull, Townshend, Bakewell and
Coke. Owing to the advance in agricultural technique the
standard of husbandry was raised, and the apprehensions of
famine were allayed. From this time onwards, for a hundred
years, it was believed that English agriculture could be relied
upon to satisfy the national requirements. The change of
policy was enunciated in the Act of 1670, which permitted
the export of native corn whatever its price might be
in the home market. Not less important was the principle
laid down in regard to foreign corn. A high duty was
imposed by the Act of 1670 on imported grain when prices
in England fell below a stated limit, and a low duty was
imposed when they rose above. In other words, foreign corn
could only be imported when native corn was dear. The
result of these measures was to yield the corn-grower almost
complete protection. He could freely export his own grain,
and he was protected from alien competition except when
prices here soared to famine heights, The Corn Law of
1670 thus gave effect to the fundamental maxim of the
Mercantile System that a country should aim at being self-
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